The use of new technology in music education is something that is uncommon in many schools. Many teachers are inexperienced in music education and so it becomes an activity with little or no effect on the students learning. Easily accessible music technology can be a useful tool to these teachers. Music technology was brought about to bridge the perceived gap between those elitist musicians, and those that just listen (Beckstead 2001).

Lai Chi Rita Yip of the Hong Kong School of Education believes that we can use music technology to teach all areas of music education (Yip 2005).  The use of personal computers to teach music encourages students to be in control of their own learning and be reflective of their own work. This shift to a more student-centred approach of teaching music has already taken place in other areas of the curriculum, but is currently lacking in music education. The three main areas of music education are creating, performing and appreciation. 

Music composition technologies is similar to word processing technologies, in that it helps us to start creating, as we can change things later on so easily (Jane L. Howland 2012) Technologies such as Garage Band allow students to write, record, mix and share songs, and even learn to play an instrument (Apple 2012). For lower primary school students, there are programs like Musical Sketch Pad, where children use drawing as a way to compose their own music (Jane L. Howland 2012). Programs like this allow students to translate what they hear into something visual that they understand. It makes the transition to learning written music much easier. 

As well as teaching students about music and how to create it, students can share their creations online. This can have a positive effect on student’s attitude towards the task. Howland suggests that blogging encourages students to reflect on their work, engage with other writers and seek feedback (Jane L. Howland 2012). This way of sharing work can be utilised with music technology. An example of this is www.musictechteacher.com. This website has an online portfolio for students in a music technology classroom. K. Garrett, the teacher of the class and the mind behind the website, used technology for her own musical arrangements and decided to use them for her classroom too (Garrett 2012).

Teachers can use music software to teach musical performance too, as well as composition. Simply Music is a Percussion Performance Workshop in Ireland that uses such software. Simply Music uses screens with software that teaches students to play a song through different visual cues (Maher 2011). This technology helps younger students to learn to perform, before being fully able to read music. The students also enjoy being able to perform their work in front of people, which can be encouraging in the same way sharing blogs or compositions is. 
 
Music software is so readily available that it could replace expensive instruments. With most schools already equipped with appropriate computers, the use of music software would be a smooth transition from the current methods of teaching music. Many students nowadays are already fluent with the use of computers, so moving to a technology-based music curriculum can be a smooth transition for students too.
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